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THE DENVER BAR ASSOCIATION RECORD
Februany Luncheon Meeting
There was a large attendance at
the meeting on February first. Twen-
ty-one newly admitted lawyers were
guests of the Association. To them
President Butler addressed the fol-
lowing words of greeting:
Many years ago I paid my admis-
sion fee and received a license to
practice law in Colorado. The clerk
and I were the only persons present.
It was a cold, informal transaction.
My plunge into the chilly waters of
the law did not produce even a rip-
ple. How different the scene we wit-
nessed today! These splendid young
men and women were admitted with
fitting ceremony. The courts ad-
journed in honor of the occasion.
Lawyers and judges, relatives and
friends assembled to witness the im-
pressive scene. A splendid address,
full of welcome, of wisdom, of en-
couragement, was delivered by the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.
This is as it should be, for admission
to the ancient and honorable pro-
fession of the law is an event, impor-
tant not only to those admitted but
to the profession as a whole and to
the community.
The traditions of the bar are lofty.
Maintain them at any cost. Aim
high. Strive to attain the very top
of the profession. Others have done
so, and so may some of you; and
those of you, if any there are, who
fail to reach the summit will be far
better lawyers than you would be
without having made the effort. But
success can come only through hard
work, sacrifice, persistence, pluck
and pure grit. Don't place too great
reliance upon what you may fondly
consider your native ability, your
genius, unless, indeed, it is the gen-
ius for hard work. The ablest law-
yers at the bar are the hardest work-
ing lawyers. One of them will come
into court in an important case and
make a brilliant, a masterly argu-
ment, and the unknowing will ex-
claim, What a genius! But those of
us who are acquainted with him know
full well that added to his natural
ability were days and nights of hard,
unremitting study. Some one asked
Webster how long it took him to pre-
pare his reply to Hayne. He an-
swered that it had taken him a life-
time.
A famous southern orator-was it
Henry Grady?-was asked how he
acquired such skill in extemporan-
eous speaking. His answer was some-
thing like this-I do not attempt
to be exact: "When I was a young
man I studied the masters of ora-
tory. In anticipation of the Fourth
of July celebration In my town, I
would with great care write a patrio-
tic speech. This I would correct
and revise over and over again. I
would then commit it to memory, and
would declaim it aloud in the woods
with the trees as my audience, until
I got it word-perfect. On the Fourth
of July I would happen around where
the speaking was going on. They
would call upon me. I would deliver
my speech, and they would call it a
great extemporaneous effort and
think me a genius. It was nothing
of the sort. It was hard work that
did it, the genius for hard work."
A recent number of the "Law Stu-
dent" contains excellent advice for
success at the bar. It is short and
easily remembered and is well worth
remembering. "Keep straight and
work." Let me repeat It: "Keep
straight and work." "On these two
commandments hang all the law and
the prophets."
This morning the Chief Justice
welcomed you on behalf of the bench.
It is my privilege and pleasure to
welcome you on behalf of the bar.
Join the bar associations, local, state
and national, in the order named.
At their meetings will be spread be-
fore you a veritable banquet of the
good things of the profession, "the
feast of reason and the flow of soul."
The Denver Bar Association wel-
comes you to the profession. Of the
Chevalier de Bayard It is said that
he was a "knight without fear and
without reproach." May you, as
lawyers, deserve praise equally high.
Welcome to the bar.
The feature of the meeting was the
splendid address delivered by Mr.
Dines.
